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Dear Commissioner Adclstein.

Iam writing 10 urge you to not allow any relaxation of FCC reeulations linuting the noember of

newspapers. radio. and television outlets that can be owned by g single husiness or personal entity,

The claim of advocaics of relaxation that access (o the Intermet makes limits on ownership
unnecessary are untenable. Inroads upon the freedom of the Internet are beginning already and the
media barons have to be aware ol i In support. Lam including an article on that very subject with
prominent points circled in red. In the end. | think it is inevitable that advanci: ng technology will
make structural salcguards not less. but more necessary to ensure the free dissemination of diverse
ODPINIoens.

What makes the media barons want ownership of more and more outlet=? Greater prolis? \‘huuld
the public-at-large be expected w0 aceept that as sufticient justilication?  No. Actuallv. it s
historically recognized that powerful people seek to extend their power. and they are d|\\d\\ tlu.
masters ot new technologies. The public-at-large has an important role in redressing the halance.
but they must be adequately informed. Actually. stronger safeguards shall be necessany 1o ensure
that the public can play their role

I'am sending a copy of this tetier to cach of the other Commissioners and the Chairman,

respectiully.

ez K %}—rL———"

James R fagkson

Ollert Fischersaade 37 st th
[5311 Copenhagen K
Denmark
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tions. Fven the liberal westisn't free of
Arn[msln'f restrictions on the net to
uphold rraditional political interests.
Spain only allowed the European Com-
mission ro move forward with plans to
operate its own .eu domain when it
won a concession that "basque.eu”
would be forbidden.

So what bearing does this have an
the [CANN board meeting in Shang-
hui? There, ICANN is ready-+o-approve

a radical overhau_that wﬂT mlow T

gredter government mnv Ul\ kant w |tﬁ
the organisation. It follows the decision
of the International Telecommunica-
fion Union’s meeting in October,
where member nations agreed that the
UN-affiliate should examine how to
oot more involved in ICANN's work.

Maoreover, [CANN itselt is floun-
dering. In its first four years, the group
hax failed o come to contractual agree-
ments with most of 1ts memhers,
notably the administrators of the two-
letter country code domains. When the
network was still embryonic, Jon Pos-
te! handed out the geographical
monikers to private individuals and
institutions to cperate. Now, many
nations want them reassigned to their
own government-affiliated entities. [n
addition to being lucrative economic
assets, the rwo-letter suffixes represent
the brand of a nation and provide a
means o bring government functions
and institutions onhne.

Some countries like France have
successfully obtained control of their
domains and even those of their over-
seas rerritories; other countries Himply
state as principle that country-code
donains are an issue of national sov-
ercignty. Although 1CANN says It
takes into account the interests of gov-
ernments over who operates a domain,
SCANN claims that it and not govern-
ments control them. At the same time,
ICANN acknowledges that itis, legally
speaking, powerless; 1t is a mere advi-
sory body to the US Department of
Commerce. Countries around  the
world are starting to get impatient
with this double-speak.

So will America g srelinquish
control over the Jot? Fuda) TANN'Y
base in the US ensures The internet is
maere open than if it were under the
wing of the mandarins in Paris or the
iberation Army in Beijing.
But thatelinnot lust forever. A first step
towards a shift in the balance of power
15 expected in Shanghai. [

OPINTONS RUBINSTEIN

A RHETORICAL QUESTION

BY HILARY

RUBINSTEIN

Our universities suffer from a lack of attention to an ancient art

ARLIER TiIS VEAR, | took a

cruise around some of the Hei-

lenic ruins on the Aegean coast
of Turkey. An Oxford lecturer on clas-
sical history accompanied us. | had a
marvellous holiday, only slightly
marred hy the fact rhat the rour lec-
turer, a young man who doubtless
knew a lot about the religions of the
ancient world. lacked lecturing skills.
Both in content and in dclivery, he
failed to engage his audience.

This defect was borne home to me
the more forcefully because one of our
fellow cruisers, a retired professor of
philosophy at Trinity College, Dublin,
volunteered to give a talk at the great
theatre at Miletus. Itwas on the three
Milesian pre-Socratic philosophers of
the 6th century BC, who were, in cifecr,
the forerunners of Greek philosophy.
Few of us had heard before of Thales,
Anaximander or Anaximencs, hut we
were all enthralled by his lecture, and
asked him to tell us more. Before the
tour was over, we had enjoved his dis-
course on Socrates, Plato and Aristo-
tle, on the Epicureans and finally one
on the Stoics. [ had rend philosophy at
Oxford, birr none of the lectures 1 had
attended as an undergraduate, includ-
mg those by Isalah Berlin, were as
mtellectually stimulating as thesc

Perhaps because we were in the
ancient world, 1began to wonder what
had happened to rhetoric. Since then, 1
have asked several academics how
much tmportance is given to lecturing
ability when filling vacancies. They
agree that it helps if an applicant is
known to Jecture well. but much
greater 1mportance 15 attached 1o a
candidate's research record and publi-
cations. Once an academic has tenure,
no ane questions his or her shortcom-
ings aialecuurer. In Oxford, almast all
lectures are voluntary Inmy day, most
of us abstained after a brief tuster
Inspiring lectures were rarely encoun-
tered | doubt much has changed.
Higher education would surely gam if

Hilary Rubinstein is a literary agent

lecturers were tested on their siitlls in
imparting knowledge and, 1if found
lacking, were required to improve.

Schoolteachers arve not released into
a classroom until they have demon-
strated that they can both master their
subyecr and hold their pupils artention
Barristers won't get many briefs f they
lack courtroom skills. Aspiring hroad-
CusTErs €an count on expert advice on
presentation and rhe techniques of
imterviewing And, in industry, there
are consultants standing by to instruct
executives In the art of persuasion. |
don't know whether students at theo-
logical colleges are taught how to
deliver sermons, but 1 know of ar leasr
one archbishiop who has been helped in
lns public addresses by a consultant

There was a time—over 2.000 years
ago—when skl in rhetoric was casen-
tial in a successful Iife. Aristotle wrote
on the subject The great rhetoricians
of the past—Demosthenes, Pericles,
Cicero, Quintlian, Brutus, Caesar and
Marcus Antonus—were once house-
hold names After the invention ol
printing, the rerm wus ex tended 1o the
printed as well as the spoken word.
The subject Jourished untl the mid-
t9th century: H‘huhes‘pcarv Milton.
Pope, Coleridge, Shelley, Hazlitr and
Matthew  Arnold would wll Lave
acknowledged their debt to a rhetori-
cal education. It is only recently rhar
the word has acquired a derogatory
meaning—sugeesting insincerity. a
striving for effect or - spin’

Rhetoric should be restoved 1o polite
use and put on the core curricelum at
the secondary leve)
language to persuade, influence or

The art of using

impress in speech and writing 1s surcly
more relevant
than ever. More
important still,
DUr Lniversitics

should take seriously
their vocation to leach
and mnsist on decent
standards of lecturing,
something so often
negle ted at present |




NET CONTROL

BY KENNETH

NETL CURLTEH

It’s a myth that no one controls the internet. Until recently, it was
American citizens; now governments are getting in on the act

N THE FOUR years since it was
founded. the board of directors of
the Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and Numbers
ICANN——rhe "UN of Cyherspace”—
has held its meetings in the organisa-
tion’s hometown, a backwater m.C Los
Angeles. It was there, for over two
decades, that thr Internet's underlying
operations were co-ordinated by a sin-
gle computer science professor, Jon Pos-
tel. funded by the Pentagon. He >man-
aged the addressing system and routing
numbers that unable the internet to
work. He was the dictator of the dot.
1CANN, backed by the US govern-
ment, took over the role when Postel
died in 1993, The location of the
board meeting served as a reminder
that. no matter how global the inter-
net became, 1ls power base remained
in the US .Ql_“hls Jvc'ér;‘howe cer, the pol-
icy-makers and btls‘i‘ﬂ%exeruti\’cs
_that comprise ICANN will go to
Shanghai€hina, For the end of Octo-
her Jtheeting. [t marks a subtle,
bur symbelic, shift in power
Although the myth persists that no
one controls the internet. 1t is not
really true. Any nctwork system, he it
a telephone. railroad. canal or cyber-
space, requires a certain degree of cen-
tral co-ordinauon. For the net, that job
gocs to [CANN, which sets policies
over monikers Dke "corn™ and has
power te mint new addresses, acting as
a kind of central bank for the internct
Where in an carlier era, a global
asset like the names and addresses of
thr internct—the lifeblood of the dig-
ital world—would be regulated by
iggragcﬁé‘r mentat-treaty, TCANN
presents a‘departure [tis a Califor-
ma-\lased non-profit organisation that
includes a toothless advisory commit-
tee of government representatives
That is a big contrast to the tele-
phonc system, for instance, which is

Renneth Ner! Cukier is writing a book
on Lhe hisiory of He 4‘\ N

run by a UN ageney full of diplomats.
The International Telecommunica-
tions Union sets international stan-
dards like Britain's calling code of 44
But the internet, made up of private
networks rather rhan nationatly-
licensed operators, iacks that sori of
formal political control. Now many
governments ai-ound the globe are
considering whether the internet has
become too important to leave to the
control of a small, relatively unac-
countable group of US lawyers.

It will fall upon ICANN, for exam-
ple, to decide who will operate veg-
istries for non-Roman alphaber inter-
net addresses that will work alongside
the current dot-com system, o that
languages like Chinese can be used for
web pages and e-mails. To bring online
the majority of the world that deesn’t
use Romﬁu—-lctﬂ:ﬂi 1s a matter of digi-
tal decengy. \’eﬂtt))po]icies that gov-
ern how those domsaln names are given
out affects freedom of speech online

It's casy to see how Chincse speak-
ers In other countries might object to
China’s controlling es that peo-
ple use ta get on]fqg:. And wWljoever con-
trols the phywcal cemputer that main-
tuins the dot {currently housed in a
protected building in Washington, DC)
can determine how the net evolves

[nterner diplomats have also been
reflecting upon the consequences of
11th September. On that duy. the tele-

phone system on the cist coast of the
US broke down due to overload. while
e-mails still got through, highlighting
the durability of onc system over the
other. Looking into the future, gov-
ernments are aware of plans w inerge
telephone numbers with the internet's
demain name system (addresses end-
ingn .k, com and so on. [ doesn't
rnalie sense for one nerwork to be over-
seen by a vast inter-governmental
apparatus while the analwi_\_' more
important entizy, the inreroet, s lefi to
the whims of TCANN,

The informal control hohereo
exerted by ICANN and the US gov-
ernment over the inner workings of
the internet s now being questioned.
Advorates of change say that bringing
in_formal international institutions

"would ensiits that the global public

interestis upheld in cvberspace.

7 Yel theidea of an open lobal village
isendar@ered by such proposals. In the
worst case, by politicising the technol-
ogy, more countries could decide to
splinter themselves off from the ner-
work and consor internet content for
their citizens in a way that China or
Saudi Arabia abready do. Or countries
conld be banished from the net in a
cyberspace version of a trade embargo.

That is one reason why the LS s
loath to relinquish control of TCANX
to the mternational community. Give
power over the dot to China, and the
Faiun Gong gets rhrown offline Hand
it to Frdmo and Yahoo gets mppvd
Brussels might revive the idea of @ "bit”
L, taking tithes from every e-rnail,

"7 This s a real eoncern In May. dur-
ing talks hetwcen Chinese and US
trade officials, China's powerful infor-
mation industry mimisicr, Wi Jichuan,

Fequested that the US delite the tw

ich signifies Tandaf TrEm
the global internct database. {China
treats  Taiwan like a breakaway
province in all diploratic mariers.) The
tncident r.\'mbohkﬁéﬁw. hm‘gr politivs
could amputate parts™o7 the net and

Qﬁﬂpdr 13e the freedons it affords.

offictals deferred the issue by
askmg Wu to address lus complaint to
ICANN, aiting the organisation as the
proper aurhority. But snch stalling tac-
tics can't last for Iong\ As 9\'}?\ ernments
gaingr edtﬁgoum over ftw e netis
operated, there will be increased pres-
sure on ICANN 10 succumb o the
sorts of political constrants that
encumber ather international institn-




